1. Welcome to this Transfer Information Session for Primary Professionals.
As you may be aware, usual patterns of working have been adapted due to Covid-19.  This presentation provides an opportunity to share information, which would normally be delivered as face-to-face sessions at Board Centres.

2. The learning intentions for this session are as follows: to develop your knowledge and understanding of the transfer process for pupils with Autism; to provide a range of practical strategies to support the child in their transfer to a Post-Primary setting and to discuss the importance of completing the Individual Pupil Profile for Year 7 pupils.

3.  The role of the Autism Advisory & Intervention Service is to provide Autism specific training; to support parents and school staff; to provide pupil support following a referral via Educational Psychology or Special Education; to offer consultation or advisory support visits and to engage with other organisations such as Health & Social Services or relevant external bodies.


4. Autism is a spectrum disorder.  It is a lifelong condition, with no cure and no known cause.  The condition impacts on social interaction, communication, imagination and flexibility of thought and may also include sensory sensitivities.  

5. Historically, children were diagnosed using the Triad of Impairments.  Within the Triad of Impairments, diagnostic criteria focuses on 3 main areas: Social interaction, Flexibility of thought and Social Communication.  Children with autism are usually affected in all three areas of the triad of impairments.  More recently, social interaction and social communication have been combined into one area so we now refer to the dyad of impairments and will also include sensory sensitivities.

6. Transition is an area that most children struggle with. Autistic children in particular can find this difficult. Changes can lead to increased anxiety. 
For autistic children, the transfer from primary to Post-Primary education can be particularly challenging.

7. The child has been familiar with the primary school environment for many years and is used to consistency, routine and a smaller community with mainly one teacher.  Children may have formed friendships over the years and generally there are fewer subjects covered.

8. However, there may be a number of perceived challenges as they transfer to Post-Primary.


9. With regards to the school building, the pupil may face challenges finding their way around or knowing where to go during unstructured times. However, in some cases, this may also provide children with natural movement breaks and opportunities for self-regulation.
In terms of sensory sensitivities, navigating busy corridors and noisy environments can be challenging.  

10. Organisation is an area where many autistic children require support.  Excellent resources are available on the Autism Advisory & Intervention Service section of the Education Authority website.  These resources include examples about how to prepare children for their move to Post-Primary which include reading a timetable and packing a school bag.  A downloadable pupil workbook is also available.  

11. While some routines will be familiar, some will be different.  It may be useful to discuss with the children that there will be changes in their routine moving on.
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12. Dissemination of specific information is important.  It is very useful to share as much helpful information as possible to ensure effective strategies are in place to support the child.  It is important to remember that the child and their views are central in this process.  An Individual Pupil Profile is a summary document of the child’s strengths and areas of need.
Good practice suggests that this document is completed in consultation with the Year 7 teacher, parent/carer and child.  An exemplar of an Individual Pupil Profile is available from the Autism Advisory & Intervention Service.  This information should be shared with the Post-Primary school SENCo once the child’s school placement has been confirmed.  Some parents/carers may wish for their child to have a “fresh start” when they move to a new school so please be mindful to seek parental consent prior to sharing information.

13. This is an exemplar of what the Individual Pupil Profile may look like.

14. The Individual Pupil Profile contains relevant information which includes elements of the Dyad of Impairments and any sensory sensitivities.

15. On the Individual Pupil Profile, it is important to share aspects of social interaction.  This may include sharing information about the child’s ability to ask for help or engage with others.

16. Likewise, it is important to record the challenges that the pupil has within the area of social communication. A child many need explicit teaching of specific language such as idioms and metaphors.

17. It is common for autistic pupils to be rigid in their thinking.  They may have a need for a predictable environment or have difficulties coping with unexpected changes to their daily routine.  It is important to share information about the child’s special interests and motivators which may lead to more active engagement and participation in activities.


18. Independence skills need to be built upon throughout P7 in preparation for Post-Primary school. Where a child has a classroom assistant, reinforce the need to encourage the development of independent skills.

19. Many children have sensory sensitivities.  This means that they may be over or under stimulated to sensory input.  Having an awareness of sensory triggers can inform what strategies may be put in place for the child.  For example, accommodations may be made in the school setting. Highlighting information about sensory issues and successful strategies within the Individual Pupil Profile is vital.  Additional information about sensory training and resources are available in the Autism Advisory & Intervention section on the Education Authority website. 


20. A Transition booklet is a useful document which can be completed by the child with input from parents/carers.  This document can be re-visited several times during the summer months prior to starting the Post-Primary school.  Copies of transition booklet can be accessed from the Autism Advisory & Intervention Service section of the Education Authority website.  Most Post-Primary schools also provide transition booklets which are pertinent to their specific school.  It may also be useful to advise parents/carers of these resources.

21. Social stories can be used in supporting the transition to Post-Primary.  Here is an example of a social story.  Social stories should be individualised for each child.  For example you may wish to add a picture of the Post-Primary school the child will be attending once this information is available.  The purpose of the social story is to prepare the pupil well in advance of change.


22. The transfer of information to Post-Primary school is vital to ensure that a child has the best possible start.  Sharing of successful strategies such as peer mentoring, buddy systems, chill out time, motivators and rewards systems can really help towards providing a consistent approach to support. 

23. As already mentioned, working in partnership and good communication are essential for a successful transition.  The Autism Advisory & Intervention Service will continue to support the child in their chosen Post-Primary School.  Contact is made with Post-Primary SENCOs in Term 1 to provide continuity of support.  For additional informational, please go to the Autism Advisory & Intervention Service section of the Education Authority website or contact your local office.
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