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Most children go to school to learn, but some children learn at home and this is known as Elective Home Education.
The Education Authority has worked with other relevant groups to write a set of guidelines to help everyone to understand Elective Home Education better. The guidelines have been approved by the Minister of Education for Northern Ireland.
These guidelines help people to understand that children have a right to an education and also that children can learn in many different ways.
Education at home is a big decision and parents should talk to their children to see what they think of the idea. It is important to think about what types of learning will happen, extra things that might be needed and any special needs the children have.
If a family chooses to educate at home the parents must make sure that the children get an education that will be useful to them when they grow up.
The Education Authority can give advice on where to find lists of the things that children might need to learn and on things like examinations.
Parents and children may choose to meet with other families who are learning at home to support one another.
Sometimes the Education Authority will have to check that children are getting a suitable education at home and if this happens we will write to the parents or carers. If this happens, parents can show the Education Authority things that the children have learned in many ways, as everyone’s home education will be different.
If the Education Authority thinks that something needs to change then we will talk to parents about this and explain the options that are available. If we can, we will offer help to make home education work.
For almost all families who decide to educate at home it is an exciting and rewarding experience and the Education Authority guidelines are here to help everyone involved.
You can find the EHE Guidelines on our website at:	www.eani.org.uk
