	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Back to school guidance
This guidance is written with a view to providing a planning framework for the Restart of schools in August / September and should be seen in that context. Public health advice at the time of school opening will always prevail over the aspirational planning assumptions made within this guidance. The guidance, part of an overall Restart Programme, has been co designed by the Department of Education, school leaders and key partners and has been supported through consultation with Managing Authorities, trades unions and sectoral support bodies.
Attendance Patterns 
The Executive on 18 June 2020 agreed that the current social distancing guidance of 2m must be followed between all adults within the education sector but that a distance of 1m is appropriate between children and young people while using a ‘protective bubble’ strategy. This strategy means the same group of children would stay together in school each day, throughout the day, as far as possible including at break and lunch times, a much smaller group than a normal class size.
· Primary school children return to full time education with social distancing, where practical, while implementing a ‘protective bubble’ strategy.
· Those Primary school year groups which cannot meet social distancing requirements because of the limitations of available space will be split to maintain social distancing and will follow a blended pattern of education of a minimum of two days in school with the remaining time for remote learning.
· Post-Primary schools may in the main be able to return to full time education with social distancing while implementing a ‘protective bubble’ strategy for younger year groups. Older pupils in year 11 and above will be expected to adhere to social distancing and will not operate in ‘protective bubbles’. Those Post-Primary schools which cannot ensure social distancing can be adhered to within all year groups may follow a blended pattern of learning.
· Remote learning will be supported for those young people not attending including a small number of those shielding and advised not to attend; and, 6  Further guidance on attendance for Special Schools, Education Other Than At Schools (EOTAS) and early years settings will be provided in due course.
Journey to School and Arrival Considerations
Welcoming the children and young people on arrival and quickly leading them to demarcated areas either externally or within the school and limiting the numbers of 8 children mixing together will all be important in the context of PHA social distancing guidance. Use of staggered arrival times and marked drop-off areas and asking parents to remain on or outside the school grounds, where possible, can also help with limiting interactions. At both arrival and collection times, parents should be actively discouraged from entering the school buildings as a means of preventing spread of the virus. Where parents must enter school buildings, appropriate hygiene measures should be in place.
School meals
In relation to school meals, seating and canteen space may not be available to pupils while social distancing puts pressure on space availability, and it is likely alternative arrangements are to be put in



 place, such as hatch collection and/or potentially meals delivered to classrooms with disposable containers and cutlery. It is important to stress 9 that hand hygiene (covered later in this document) is paramount and should be supervised for young children.
Hygiene
Regular and thorough attention to hygiene is essential to deter spread of the virus. Children should wash their hands thoroughly on arrival at the education setting – this must be a repeatable discipline throughout the school day.
Practice of good respiratory hygiene should follow the “catch it, bin it, kill it” approach. The importance of good respiratory hygiene should be discussed with and explained to children. Staff and children should be supported with changes we all have to implement:
·  They should be discouraged from touching their eyes, face, nose and mouth, putting hands/fingers into their mouths – often unconscious actions that we all make regularly;
·  They should be shown how to cough into their elbow if they don’t have a tissue / paper towel;
·  If they have a paper towel they should be shown how to cough into it and then dispose safely of it into the nearest bin. Communications with parents may help to emphasise these issues to build up a level of understanding and routine application by children.
Social distancing
Social distancing should be considered in all relevant areas of schools, including classrooms, indoor and outdoor spaces and those not used for learning and teaching, e.g. pupils’ cloakrooms, entrance halls, staff rooms, resource areas, kitchens and caretaker areas. It is essential that social distancing is appropriately adhered to in areas were staff may congregate such as staff rooms, kitchens and bathrooms/toilets. 
The implementation of social distancing will look different across the various ages and stages of learning. For instance, how social distancing is implemented for very young children, for children with complex needs or disabilities and for pupils in different Key Stages will be different. 15 For children and young people with the most complex additional support needs, schools should involve lead professionals and parents to decide how best to continue supporting them. Separate more detailed guidance will be provided for these children.
Pupils Who Are Clinically Vulnerable
All schools should follow the latest guidance on attendance for children and young people who have health conditions or who live with individuals who have health conditions or are pregnant. Current guidance on these categories are published on NI Direct and by PHA. People who are clinically vulnerable are those with pre-existing conditions who have been advised to stringently follow the social distancing guidance and remain at home where possible. A small minority of children will fall into this category and parents should follow medical advice if their child is in this category.


Pupils Who Live with Someone Who is Clinically Vulnerable 
If a child or young person lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable as above), including those who are pregnant, they can attend their education or childcare setting.
 Pupils Who Are Shielding (clinically extremely vulnerable people) 
This is a different group to those who are clinically vulnerable (as described above). Those who are shielding are clinically extremely vulnerable and require a different set of measures to keep them safe. Pupils with serious underlying health conditions are strongly advised to follow shielding measures to keep themselves safe and not to attend school in person.
The most up-to-date guidance and list of underlying health conditions that necessitate shielding should be checked on the NI Direct website under the shielding section.
Pupils Who Are Living with Someone Who is Shielding Pupils
 who have household members who are clinically extremely vulnerable (at high risk of severe illness and requiring 'shielding') should only attend the education setting if they are able to stringently adhere to social distancing. Such children should have an individual risk assessment conducted before the most appropriate place of care is determined.
Test, Trace and Protect 
Children and young people who exhibit any symptoms associated with COVID-19 should not attend educational settings. The Department of Health has implemented a contact tracing programme called Test, Trace and Protect designed to control the spread of COVID-19. All pupils are expected to follow the requirements of this programme: to self-isolate if they are identified as close contacts of cases and to obtain a test for COVID-19 if they develop symptoms. All members of their household should follow the appropriate isolation guidance as provided by the Public Health Agency. Where an individual has had a negative result, it is important to still apply caution. If everyone with symptoms who was tested in their household receives a negative result, 32 they can return to school providing they are well enough and have not had a temperature for 48 hours.
PPE 
Educational settings should develop a clear procedure for what staff should do if a pupil starts to display symptoms of COVID-19 when at school, including guidance on the appropriate use of PPE adhering to the above PHA guidance. PHA guidance makes clear that staff should continue to use PPE in line with current health and safety policies and risk assessments. Staff should only wear PPE when it is appropriate to the task they are undertaking. The exception is where, following an individual or organisational risk assessment it is found that a higher level of contamination,
	
	
	



